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earthquakes, fires—even a snow-

storm and a world war—all in
Benedict Canyon. These are only
some of the tales Gertie Kline has to
tell. Here are a few more.

Gertie, who recently cele-
brated her 90th birthday with a
rigorous trip to South America,
first moved into the largely
unpopulated Canyon with her
husband in 1941. She had mar-
ried Preston, an attorney, a
year after she graduated from
the USC School of Business.
The newlyweds spent a year
living in an apartment south of
Wilshire before overcoming
some parental objections to
their buying a house in
Benedict Canyon. “They couldn’t
understand it,” she says, “but I
wanted space around me, a big
property.”

In those days, Gertie remembers
that houses south of Sunset went for
$15,000. “We couldn’t afford that!”

Imagine dealing with floods,
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Living History

After 67 Years In Benedict Canyon,

Gertie Kline Tells All...
by Geoff Miller

she exclaims. But then they found
the home of their dreams, a house
well north of Sunset built in 1927
and constructed entirely of redwood.
However, the realtor was also show-

Gertrude Kline

ing the house to actress Rosalind
Russell and her producer husband,
Freddie Brisson, who wanted to
make an offer. Gertie persuaded her
husband to add a couple of hundred
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dollars (“a lot of money in those
days!”) to the asking price and that
sealed the deal.

The house Gertie has lived in
for 67 years is on a full acre of land
in Upper Benedict, set back
from the road by a scenic front
yard with trees and a moat.
The moat is real, not a design
conceit, dating from the days
when flooding in the Canyon
was a regular occurrence. In
1949, in fact, the floods were
accompanied by a real snow-
storm in Upper Benedict.

Gertie’s kids—two sons
and a daughter—loved it. “I
packed a washtub with snow
and my daughter brought it to
her school. The other children,
many who had never seen snow
before, couldn’t believe it.” Her own
children, who played in silent film
star Harold Lloyd’s backyard
(Green Acres) have wonderful
memories of growing up in the

Cont. pg. 4
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A Message From Our President

Scenic Benedict Canyon has always been a wondrous drive. Every breathtaking
% view, each bend in the road and picturesque landscape seems to say “Welcome
Home!” as we wind our way through the Canyon from the hectic City we had left behind
only minutes earlier. The magnetic attraction of our strikingly beautiful Canyon readily
revitalizes our spirits.

Each of us came to the Canyon intent on enjoying the space and breathing room

it offers. Whether you are new to Benedict Canyon, or a long-term resident, be mind-
ful that the beauty you see is vulnerable to change. Perhaps you are unaware of the
potential alterations of codes by both the City and County of Los Angeles which would
erode many of the safeguards we have achieved in the last sixty years. Our residents
would be shocked to know about some ideas that are afoot that would enormously change Benedict Canyon
forever, never to go back to the way we are and always have been, exclusively an R-1 zone.

We can become informed about the status of our neighborhood, ask questions and voice concerns to elect-
ed officials, all while having an enjoyable evening on a Monday night in February. We are the only homeown-
ers group to be so fortunate as to meet once a year in such gorgeous surroundings as the Beverly Hills Hotel,
the majestic pink gateway to Benedict Canyon. The management of the Hotel graciously donates one of their
finest ballrooms in which to hold the Benedict Canyon Association Annual Meeting. The Hotel provides staff and
technicians to make the evening an elegant civic occasion. When we announce the date for 2009, please mark
your calendars.

Please make note that in 2009, a new Councilman for our district, District 5, will be elected. Aspiring candi-
dates will be presented at the Annual Town Hall Meeting.

Over time, the term limits that were imposed on our elected officials have proven to be either advantageous
or a detriment to the hillsides. Some of those elected have been good friends to Benedict Canyon during their
entire terms of office, and others have termed out well past their useful time. Our responsibility is to carefully
select replacements who know and care about the hard fought efforts to enact legislation on behalf of the hill-
sides and are invested in protecting the serenity of our Canyon.

Through the years, the problems and challenges that Benedict Canyon has faced helped to galvanize our
residents. The strength of our unified community efforts allowed us to prevail. Present and future challenges to
our area must be met with even more of a cohesive voice than ever before. It is only the residents, visible in
large numbers to our elected officials, united in purpose and determination, that can protect Benedict Canyon,
keep it livable and as safe as possible, and help to retain its singular atmosphere.

Keep the Canyon alive, join the BCA today with a membership application on page 9.

Nickie Miner,
President, Benedict Canyon Association
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Benedict Canyon

Association

OUR MISSION:

To promote, advance, further and protect the community interests and general welfare of
the homeowners and residents residing in the general area of Benedict Canyon Drive.

WHO ARE WE?

We are a 100% volunteer organization made up of area residents.
All of our work is funded by donations. We are not sanctioned by any entity.

WHAT DO WE DO?

Monitor ongoing projects, programs and policies by private entities and city agencies outside our area
which may impact or set precedent for land use and development within the canyon.
Monitor crime, safety, traffic, development and quality of life in the canyon.

We have four seats on the Bel Air-Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council,
an officially recognized component of our city government.

We have one executive seat on The Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations.
Preservation and beautification of our Canyon.

WHAT DO WE PROVIDE FOR OUR MEMBERS?

Annual meeting for members at the Beverly Hills Hotel
Monthly meetings open to the public at the Beverly Hills Women’s Club
Representation at greater Los Angeles civic meetings
Representation at the West Los Angeles division of LAPD
Emergency preparedness information
Regularly published newsletter
Hotline: (310) 553-4BCA

Website: www.benedictcanyon.org

WHEN AND WHERE DO WE MEET?
The Second Monday of every month
Beverly Hills Women’s Club
(Benedict Canyon Drive @ Chevy Chase Drive)
7:00 PM. - 9:00 PM.

Open to the public
Free parking
Refreshments
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LIVING HISTORY
Cont. from pg. 1

Canyon. After one of the frequent
floods, her sons collected the wood
floating down from a construction site
and built a tree house, and the Good
Humor truck made its way up the nar-
row Canyon road to their house.
“The Valley was still almost
entirely farm and ranch land then.
The only reason people would go
there was to hunt, ride horseback or
pick fruit off the trees. The upside
was that the Canyon was very peace-
ful. There was little traffic. Benedict
Canyon Drive was still a dirt road
and often someone would ride by on
a horse. There were animals every-
where, raccoons, deer, coyote,
quail—and the wonderful sound of
birds. I miss the bluejays.”

The Klines moved into their / ‘

home during the war years, and
of course Gertie planted a
Victory Garden. “It all seems
silly now, but I grew carrots,
corn and the like to aid what
we called the ‘war effort’ at the
time.” Then her husband came
home from his law practice |©
one day with “a billy stick and

a metal hat. He’d been appoint-

ed an air raid warden and told
his duty was to guard the
Canyon, if not the Pacific
Ocean!” Gertie laughs, recalling
the night in 1943 when she awoke
to see searchlights fanning the sky.
She shook her husband awake and
told him “the Japanese have land-
ed!” Then she quickly reminded him
that his first priority was to stay
right there and protect her.

During the war years, Gertie
often joined her husband on guard
duty in a tiny real estate office in the
1500 block of Benedict Canyon that
served as the local patrol headquar-
ters. After the war, the presence of
that real estate office prompted sev-
eral neighbors to look ahead to the
future development of the Canyon.

“We wanted to keep it country—or
at least residential,” Gertie says.

In 1948, the Klines’ neighbors,
screenwriter Milton Gunzburg and
his wife Vera, spearheaded the for-
mation of a Benedict Canyon
Association to ward off commercial
development. The Klines were
among the founding members, and
Preston Kline served as the BCA’s
first president. “To this day,” Gertie
says, “we’re the only Canyon with-
out any commercial enterprise at all.”

There were other issues the

Gertrude and Preston Kline
Wedding Day 1940.

newly formed BCA dealt with as
well. “The Canyon was so dark, its
narrow, winding road unpaved. It
took us 25 years to get a light on a
post!” she says. There was also a
lack of services in the remote
Canyon area. School buses became
an issue, one that Gertie, whose
children attended Warner Elemen-
tary, took on personally. Residents
felt isolated from West Los Angeles
where their city government offices
were located. “We also had to do

something about the floods and mud
slides.” Thanks, in large part to the
efforts of the Benedict Canyon
Association, flood control channels
were constructed after a long City
Hall struggle.

Gertie has a harrowing memory

of seeing someone drive up the
canyon and toss a lit cigarette out a
car window. “I saw the fire start,”
Gertie recalls, “and it just took oft.”
She alerted her neighbor and the fire
department. “They arrived in just
minutes,” she says, “and we didn’t
lose a single house in that fire.”
On the occasion of another fire
in the canyon, Gertie was stuck in
her car at the bottom of the Canyon,
prohibited from making her way
home. The family eventually
rendezvoused at the home of a
friend. That’s when Gertie dis-
covered that the first thing her
children saved was the elegant
evening gown they loved seeing
her wear, only to find that they
had then piled everything else,
including the dog, on top of it in
the car.

Today, a very fit and viva-
cious Gertie Kline strides across
her front yard, showing visitors
where as a young bride she’d
planted her Victory Garden.
“The iceman delivered ice to us
back in those days,” she laughs.
“And you could go into Beverly
Hills and know almost everyone in
the stores.” Her house, immaculately
maintained and beautifully land-
scaped, is very much as it was when
the Klines first moved in. “I loved
having a mountain behind me,” she
says, “and another to look across to.”

Seeing her now, with her sun-
tanned face and lively blue eyes, it’s
easy to picture her as both a glam-
orous hostess and the rough and tum-
ble mom to three rambunctious
children. Hearty and living her life to
the fullest, she says, “I never give
into my age!” Hl
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CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

n a sparkling Saturday morning in February, I
Ograbbed a rake and a bin to clear debris left by

heavy rains and high winds the night before. With
the sun warm on my face, and a bit of chill still in the air, I
pulled on my gardening gloves and began gathering twigs
and wet leaves. Humming to myself, I headed up the hill-
side, my rubber boots squishing in the spongy earth.

Breathing in the musky-sweet fragrance of damp com-
post, I checked my rose bushes, all cut back and properly
mulched. Further up the hill I knelt in the beds where I'd
planted bulbs, brushing my hands lightly in the earth look-
ing for early signs of spring poking through the ground.

But to my horror, instead of tender green shoots, I saw
mounds of earth puckered around a hole. I stood up and
looked around, my spirits plummeting. The entire upper
garden was pockmarked.

“Damn,” I muttered, jamming my rake into the nearest
hole.

A high-pitched whistle caught my ear. Startled, I
glanced around. Not five feet away a grayish-brown squir-
rel stood stock still on his hind legs, his pale belly bright in
the sunlight. His tiny ears were mere furry bumps, but his
eyes were large dark almonds—and looked none too
friendly.

We stared each other down, taking each other in. His
coat was sleek, with a fetching pattern of earth-toned stars
and stripes. As handsome as he appeared, I knew him for
the pest he was.

“You’ve made a mess of my garden,” I shouted, stamp-
ing my foot.

He made a churring noise, then retorted, “Easy there!
Not everyone’s up yet.”

“What did you say?”

“I’ve been sleeping for three months and just woke up.
How would you like someone stomping around your bed

...Conversations with a Ground Squirrel

by Kathryn Leigh Scott

before you had breakfast? Let me fill you in, lady—when I
tuck myself in for the winter, my heart rate goes from 350
beats per minute down to 5! I’ve been curled in a ball
underground living on stored fat—you think that’s fun?”

“Wait, you think it’s fun finding my newly-planted
bulbs and seedlings devoured? My grass torn up? Or the
remains of all my apricots and plums rotting on the ground
every summer? Last year you gnawed through my irriga-
tion lines and chewed up my plastic sprinkler head. You
guys are all alike, nothing but a nuisance!”

“Excuse me, but we’re certainly not all alike, honey.
You happen to be in the company of a 13-lined Ground
Squirrel, known in these parts as a Federation Squirrel,
standing in perfect picket pin posture!”

“Yeah? Say that three times in a row and take a flying
leap!”

“Not my style, sugar. You’re thinking of tree squirrels,
or more likely flying squirrels. Regular little trapeze artists
up there.”

Just then we both look up to see a red squirrel scamper
across a telephone line and fling itself toward a tree branch,
its tail puffing out like a fluffy tutu.

“Show off,” he churred with disdain. “Like it or not,
there are 1,650 species in the Rodentia order. We’re the
largest living group of mammals, comprising forty percent of
all present day mammal species, with 365 species of squir-
rels in seven families—plus many wannabe squirrel types
like gophers, groundhogs and prairie dogs. The oldest fossils
go back more than 30 million years—but who’s counting?”

“Look, I don’t care where you came from, just get out
of my garden!”

“You threatening me, sweetie?
Baiting, trapping, fumigation—
you name it, we’ve beat it.”

He eyed me darkly, all
five inches of him taut with
indignation. “You can banga /|
rake handle in that hole all \
you want, but let me tell you
something. Just inside the
entryway, that tunnel turns in
an ‘L’ shape not only to keep
you off our tails—pun
intended—but to trick

Cont. pg. 6

Volume V Issue 12

Summer 2008



QBCA Newsletter

(310) 553-4BCA benedictcanyon.org

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?
Cont. from pg. 5

any other predator, like the badger, into thinking it’s a dead
end. It’s like the sewers of Paris. Whole colonies live in that
tunnel system, with burrows running anywhere from 5 to 30
feet in length and maybe 2 to 4 feet down. We only come
out on sunny days, you know. Otherwise, we store food
down there, sleep, breed—"

“Please, I don’t want to know.”

“No?” He churred again in what sounded to me like a
snigger. “We’re coming up on mating season, and you just
might catch the action out here if you pay attention.”

“T. M. 1.,” I shouted, to no avail.

He churred excitedly, entirely too pleased with himself.

“See, this is how it works, sweetie. Males chase females,
sometimes at top speed through the trees, and you can see
some pretty amazing acrobatics. Then the female chooses
the strongest male and dumps him first chance she gets.
This is nature’s way of reducing inbreeding, and it’s fine by
me! After 33 days, she’s got a litter of 4 or more ugly little
critters with no teeth or hair. I'm just as glad to be out of'it.”

“You’re a cad.”

“You say that like it’s a bad thing.”

“You’re . . .. squirrely!”

“Now that’s mean. That’s hurtful. Taunt me like that,
missy, and I’'m going after your new bare root peach tree.”

I think he sensed that [ wanted to throw my rake at him.
He disappeared down a hole so quickly that I barely caught
a flash of his tail. I turned away, depressed and dispirited.
My garden was in ruins and there didn’t appear to be any
solution.

Suddenly I heard a churring behind me. I turned. He
was back, his dark almond eyes glinting at me from the
ridge of his burrow.

“You know, I’ve been at this for 3 years and I figure
I’ve got another 2-3 years left in me.”

“Then good riddance!”

“Ah, don’t be a spoil sport. I’'m just doing what I'm
meant to be doing. Who can fault that?”

“Fine. I’ll just plant more. You can’t destroy every-
thing!”

“No? I hate to break it you, but the more food available,
the more we breed. We can do two litters a year if—*

I hurled my rake at him. He ducked into his burrow. I
heard an echoing churr as I headed back to my house, my
beautiful spring day spoiled, his, only just beginning. l

s

BCA Hotline: 310.553.4222 (4BCA) Website: www.BenedictCanyon.org
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2008 BCA Membership Premium Gift
This year the BCA Membership Committee is

above donors. The perfect personal Emergency Kit for
home, car or office. This compact
nylon zippered kit contains a
emergency items that are
approved. Each K~

SO

offering a very practical and handy Premium
Gift for Eucalyptus Tree Level ($250) and

R.5"x5.5") black
personal and
Coast Guard
First Aid
\ng Water,

~Pads, Antiseptic Wipes,
Alcohol Wipes and a 527x 84"

&
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reach and to fund
projects in their area.
The members of each
NC are elected by
their stakeholders. A
stakeholder
fined as any person

is de-

who lives, works or
owns property in the
area, and is extended
to include represent-
atives of community
This defini-
tion is presently be-

groups.

ing revised.

The Benedict Can-
yon Association is
represented in the

ack in 1999 the City of Los
B Angeles decided to amend
the City Charter to create a

citywide system of Neighborhood
Councils. It is claimed that this was
inspired by the unsuccessful attempt
by the Valley to secede from the city.
The objective was to “Promote pub-
lic participation in City Governance
and the decision-making processes”.

Currently there are about ninety
Neighborhood Councils, or “NC’s”,
covering most of the city. They are an
integral part of the city government,
bound by its rules and regulations,
and are funded by the city. Presently
each NC receives $50,000 annually
to be spent on administration, out-

Bel Air-Beverly Crest
Neighborhood Council, “BABCNC”,
which covers the area bounded by
Sunset Blvd, the 405 freeway,
Mulholland Drive and Laurel Canyon
and comprises approximately 20,000
homes. The BCA has four representa-
tives. They are BCA Board Members
Joshua Berman, Alan Fine, Don Loze
and Nickie Miner. Also participating
faith-based institutions
and businesses in the area and
the Santa
Conservancy. Also, two delegates are

are schools,

Monica Mountains
elected by the community at large.
Since single family residences domi-
nate the area, the BABNC handles
mainly issues that concern its con-
stituent homeowner associations.

Can’t Beat City Hall?
Try Joining

by Alan Fine

Stakeholders with
about development, traffic,

concerns
safety
etc., are urged to appear before the
appropriate NC committee for sup-
BABCNC
prefers that stakeholder first present

port. However, the
their case to their individual home-
owner association. The NC would
then base its decision on that associ-
ation’s recommendations.

Projects that the BABCNC has
been involved with include funding
purchase of state-of-the-art equipment
for our local fire stations and the West
LAPD, landscaping along Mulholland
Drive, purchase of equipment for
local schools, giving input into the
City’s annual budget process and par-
ticipating in the Mayor’s Day of
Service. Its land use committee con-
stantly monitors developments in the
arca, and other committees are
involved with traffic concerns and
emergency preparedness. Together
with the BCA, the BABCNC helped
implement the ordinance limiting the
height of retaining walls.

Be aware that NC’s serve only
in an advisory capacity, and they do
not have the power to implement
decisions. However, their influence
is becoming increasingly more pow-
erful in City Hall. For more infor-
mation, visit the website at
www.lacityneighborhoods.com or
call the BCA hotline (310) 553-
4BCA. 1
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enedict
Canyon
is part
of the Santa Monica
Mountains Open Space
Preservation Assessment
District Number One. Each
homeowner in our area contributes $40 per year in proper-
ty taxes to pay for the purchase of land to be removed from
development and for the clearance of brush on that land.
The community is responsible for referring proposed prop-
erty purchases to the Citizens’ Oversight Committee for
consideration to be purchased.

The Land Use Committee of the BCA has proposed
several properties, and the Conservancy has purchased one
property on Benedict Canyon Drive which had been for sale

#~ How to Nominate a
g

> Canyon Open Space

NOF

/

or
The Best Remaining
Vacant Lot Is...

by Barbara Nichols

to the public. It is located on a vertical hill-
side on the east side of Benedict with no street
parking. It would have been a difficult property to

develop and would have caused considerable disruption
of traffic.

If any resident knows of a property in Benedict
Canyon that they believe should be purchased by Santa
Monica Mountain Concervancy because it is substantial-
ly a vertical parcel, is a wild life habitat, is land locked,
or would create a traffic and residential nightmare to
develop, please call the BCA hotline with the following
information:

» The street address, or adjacent street addresses

» The APN number if available (Assessor’s Parcel
Number)

» The owner’s name if available

»  Your name and number so that we might call you for
additional information

We are contributing tax dollars to the SMMC that we
would like to be spent in our Canyon, and your help is need-
ed to identify these parcels. This is your chance to “nomi-
nate” a vacant parcel. The deer will love you for it. B

\

CANYON SAFARI

by Kevin

Parry
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BENEDICT CANYON ASSOCIATION
2008 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I want to help protect and preserve our canyon and the environment in which we live and express my support
by joining the Benedict Canyon Association at the following membership level:

_ $1000+ Oak Tree
— $500 Sycamore Tree
%250 Eucalyptus Tree
%100 Pine Tree

9§75 Basic Membership
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Daytime Phone Evening Phone

E-Mail Address

Benedict Canyon Association mailing lists are strictly confidential and are never sold or shared.

I do not wish my name to appear in the BCA Newsletter, but please accept my enclosed contribution.

You can become a member of BCA through Basic Membership or as part of our “Trees of Support” Donor Program.
Many members are choosing to designate their membership “In Honor of...” or “Memory of...” for someone who used to
live in Benedict Canyon, a beloved family pet or anyone whom you would like to honor in this special way. Basic
Membership names will not be published. Also, you may contribute at the donor level and elect not to have your name published.
Benedict Canyon is protected only through your individual contributions. Thank you for supporting your community.

For membership information, please call our Hotline - (310) 553-4222 (4BCA)
Benedict Canyon Association is a non-profit organization.

My payment of $ is made by:

— Check payable to Benedict Canyon Association
Please charge my _____ VISA MasterCard AMEX

Card # Exp. date

Name as it appears on card

Signature

Please return this application along with your payment to:
Benedict Canyon Association, P.O. Box 1265, Beverly Hills, CA 90213

2008 C’%@(‘))g

Cut On Dotted Line

=
N
5
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OAK TREE
The David Geffen Foundation
(1) Anonymous

SYCAMORE TREE
Alex & Youki Bouzari
Michael & Lori Eisenberg
Rodney Kemerer & Lindsay Doran
Michael J. Libow
Armand & Marie Marciano
Larry & Nickie Miner
Fred & Joan Nicholas
Anthony Peju
Jamie Tisch
(1) Anonymous

EUCALYPTUS TREE
Steven Banchik
Barbara L. Berkowitz
Joni Berry
Jacqueline Bisset
Michael Chasteen
Rafe Cohen
Hal & Marta Cooper
Ted & Karen Coyne
Ken & Randee Devlin
Vera Dunn
David & Barbara Elson
In Memory of Dr. Gene Feldman
Burton & Nanette Forester
Evans Frankenheimer
Sidney & Linda Furie
David & Bridget Hedison
Urban Hirsch III
Richard & Dea Holesapple
Chapin & Tabby Hunt
Stuart & Shirley Jaffe
Barbara Jaynes
In Memory of Gloria Kahn
Gertrude Kline
Martin Krell
Ian La Frenais
Andrea Left
Henry Lindemann
Gene Lucero & Marcia Williams
Gerald & Sandra Margolis
Dorothy J. Marlowe
Sally Mason
Margaret Maw
Farhad & Roya Melamed
Geoff Miller & Kathryn Scott
Mark & Irene Montgomery
Eustace Moore
Mr. & Mrs. James Murphy
Diane Naegele
Rick Nicita & Paula Wagner

enedict Canyon

2008 BCA “Trees of Support” Donor Program Roster

Kim O’Brien

Kevin & Elizabeth Parry

Lee Polster & Marguerite Cascio-Polster
Philip Proctor & Melinda Peterson
Jill Rau

Steven Rosenwasser & Kelli Sager
Lou & Joanne Savage

William Scheetz

Link K. Schwartz

Robert Schwartz & Karen Breslow
Linell Shapiro

Sheldon & Andrea Shapiro

Diane Sherman Smith

Renee & Art Spence

Melissa Rosenberg & Lev L. Spiro
Larry Steinman & Lucy Suzar
Walter & Bernadine Towns

Glen Williams & Elizabeth Hirsch
(7) Anonymous

PINE TREE
Robert & Maria Abeloff
Elaine & Dennis Abramson
Deborah Adri
Michael & Elaine Agran
Doris Alexander
Jim Anderson & Lynn Fireside
Sima & Bijan Ansari
Gordon & Nancy Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. William Axelrod
Thomas Barry
George & Carolyn Bender
Joshua & Jenn Berman
Gary & Valerie Bird
Paul & Marie-France Bloch
Ronald Boldt & Judith Shelton
Ellen Brown
Robert & Joann Burch
Jan & Ron Cannan
Jeff & Judy Caren
Betty Chaplin
Larry Chrysler
Eric Cleveland & Annette Stanton
Cristina Colissimo & Jordana Franzheim
G. Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Alessio Coppola
Mark & Maggie Damon
Carmen D’Angelo, Jr.
Marvin & Patti Demoff
Morris & Marlene Dennis
Eddie DeOchoa & Denise Anthony
Raul Diaz & Viktoria Temesvary
Joe Distefano & Beth Rubin
Nassir Ebrahimi
Joseph & Marilyn Eisenberg
Donatas & Viktorija Empakeris
Linda Essakow

Ferdinand & Lennie Fam

Ruth Felmus

Don & Sandy Fenmore

Alan Fine

Philip Forte

Samuel & Ardyth Freshman
Evelyn Furtak-Dorfman

Carla Hacken & Lorraine Gallacher
James & Donna Gallagher
Harland Green

George & Nana Gregory
Marvin & Inger Gross

Paul & Renee Haas

Roger Halthide & Patricia McVerry
Stan & Mimi Handman
William & Christine Harper

In Memory of Chick Harris
James & Jean Harris

Cynthia & Robert Hart

Robert & Mary Herman
Edward & Sherry Heyman
Bruce & Lynn Heymont
Arthur & Gwen Hiller

Tom Holliday & Stacy Phillips
David & Susan Horn

Louis Hurlburt

Terry Jackson

Len & Nancy Jacoby

Joel Jaffe

Elizabeth James

Ricky Jay & Chrisann Verges
Preston Johnson & Vicki Martin
Harold Josephson

Pete Kameron

Greg & Susan Kay

Bernard Kester

Sanjay Khiani

Michael James Kopcha

Rosa Koppens

Herbert Kramer

Jerzy Kupiec

Don & Hope Kurz

Morrie & Patti Lachman
Norman & Helen Lapor

Brian LaSage & Afsaneh Malaekeh
Howard & Carol Levy

Mark Liszt & Karyl Sisson
Elaine Lotwin

Thomas & Linda Markovitz
Lowell & Wende Mate
Maureen McQuiston

Marci Merliss

Ron Michaelson & Lucinda Cowell
Claudia Mirkin

Mark & Sylvia Morton
William Montgomery

Alex & Dagmar Moscowicz

Richard & Sandy Mosk

Mary Ann Musico

Maud Nadler

Melville & Alice Nahin

C.R. Neu & V. Ambrosini
Anthony E. Nicholas

Barbara Nichols

Art & Daniele Ochoa

Colleen O’Rourke

William & Nieva O’Toole
Othella T. Owens

Eddie Pinchasi

Gary & Nita Polinsky

Max Ramberg

Stephen & Carol Randall

John Rieber & Alex Duda
Andrew Robinson

Paul Rohrer

Gil & Val Romoff

In Memory of Sheldon Rosenfeld
Saul Rosenzweig

Jim & Rachelle Rosten

Jack Roswal

Roman & Ida Russ

Joanne Sackheim

Martin & Marylin Salvin

John & Gayle Samore

Barry & Nancy Sanders
Robert & Margaret Sanford
Kenneth A. Schwartz

Samuel Schwartz

Arthur and Arlene Schwimmer
Martin & Sheila Seaton

Evvy Shapero

Norm & Libby Shapiro

Betty Shelhamer

Barbara Shuler

Jay J. Silverman & Janet Wood
Brent Smith & Lisa Engel
Cortez Smith

Stanley & Susan Sokoloff
Andrew Solt & Claudia Falkenburg
Bernard & Wendy Sparer

In Memory of Joseph Stefano
Jeff & Annie Stein

Steve & Rosalie Tenenbaum
Andrew R. Tennenbaum
Gordon & Phoebe Trachtenberg
In Memory of Dudley Trudgett
Michael & Michele Vignieri
Robert J. Wagner

Brandt & Tobi Wax

Barry Weinstock

Jacques & Lynne Wertheimer
Lawrence & Nancy Wolf
Shirin & Peyman Yadegar
Greg & Virginia Young

(11) Anonymous

Donations received after June 20, 2008 will appear in our next newsletter
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JACK WEISS

Councilmember, Fifth District
Chair, Public Safety Committee

July 1, 2008
Dear Benedict Canyon Community,

It is with great pleasure that | send my congratulations on the Benedict
Canyon Association’s 60th Anniversary. Your commitment, organization and
track record for civic accomplishments over 60 years is impressive. The
Benedict Canyon Association has contributed to the safety and vitality of the
area and the City as a whole.

The success of the Association reflects the dedication of many
individuals who have served as president, board members, and volunteers. |
applaud your cemmunity spirit and service.

It has been my hanor to serve and represent Benedict Canyon since
2001. Along with my staff, | send my best wishes for your continued
sSuccess.

Sincerely,

J){CK WEISS

iy
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Stash Your Trash:
The Mystery of The Big
Blue Bin Revealed

by Elizabeth Parry

e’ve all heard that
recycling is good
for the planet,

but sometimes it’s hard to
know if your efforts are
making a difference.

When the City of Los
Angeles’ curbside residential
recycling program began in 1989,
the list of accepted items stuck to the basics of bottles, cans,
paper and cardboard. Almost twenty years later, the list of
accepted materials has increased greatly with the city
recently including polystyrene and plastic grocery bags in
an effort to surpass the 50% state mandated target for land-
fill diversion. Right now, the recycling program collects
over 240,000 tons of recyclables annually. Your blue bin
plays an important role in that figure, but can only do so if
you understand how to help properly.

Just because an item has the triangular recycling
emblem underneath it doesn’t mean that the City of Los
Angeles can recycle it. Materials deemed to have no cur-
rent market value cannot be collected because material that
cannot be sold by the recycling centers for reuse has to be
transported to the landfill at an additional cost passed on to
the City.

The Bureau of Sanitation issues the blue containers that
can be put outside for curbside pick up along with your
black and green bins on your designated garbage pick up
day. Your items do not need to be sorted and can be put in
the blue bins either loose or bagged.

Q

Below is a list of items that CAN be put in the big blue bins.

- All Clean Dry Paper: Computer, ledger, wrapping,
arts and craft paper, unwanted mail, flyers, telephone
books, note cards, newspaper, blueprints, magazines, file
folders, paper bags, Post-it notes, catalogs; and all
envelopes including those with windows.

- All Cardboard Boxes and Chipboard: Cereal, tis-
sue, dry food, frozen food, shoe, and detergent boxes; paper
and toilet rolls; and corrugated boxes broken down and flat-

...........
----------

tened. The Bureau does not accept packing boxes still in
box form.

- All Clean or Rinsed Aluminum, Tin, Metal, and
Bi-Metal Cans: Soda, juice, soup,
vegetables, and pet food
cans; pie tins; clean alu-
minum foils; empty paint
and aerosol cans with plas-
tic caps removed, and

wire hangers. Whenever
possible return wire

hangers to the cleaners.
- All
Clean or Rinsed Glass
Bottles and Jars: Soda,
wine, beer, spaghetti sauce,
pickle jars, etc.. Broken glass is accepted, shattered

glass is not.

- All Clean Plastics 1 Through 7: Look on the
underside of plastic items for the triangular recycle
emblem. Inside that triangle is a number representing the
type of plastic your item is made of. All plastics fall under
categories 1 through 7.

- Empty, Clean or Rinsed Plastic Containers: Soda,
juice, detergent, bleach, shampoo, lotion, mouthwash,
dishwashing liquid bottles, milk jugs, dairy tubs (e.g. mar-
garine and yogurt), plastic planters, food and blister pack-
aging, lids, rigid clamshell packaging, etc..

- All Plastic Bags and All Film Bags: Grocery bags
and dry cleaner bags, and all clean film plastic.

- All Clean Polystyrene (Styrofoam®): Styrofoam®
cups, containers, and packaging such as Styrofoam® egg
shell cartons and packaging peanuts (bagged, not loose),
Styrofoam® block packaging, and Styrofoam® clamshell
packaging.

- Miscellaneous Plastics: Plastic coat hangers, non-
electric plastic toys, plastic swimming pools, & plastic
laundry baskets.

Below is a list of items that CAN NOT be put in the big
blue bins.

- Contaminated Paper: All soiled papers or bags with
oils and food waste.

- Certain Types of Glass: Window glass, mirror glass,
auto glass, light bulbs, fluorescent lights and ceramics, shat-
tered glass.

- Other Plastic: Plastic hygienic items, any electric or
battery operated toys.

Cont. pg. 16
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New to the Canyon: First and Lasting Impressions

by Jill Rau

aving just moved to California in the last year, my
Hﬂrst impressions of Benedict Canyon are still

fresh in my mind. It is truly one of the prettiest
places that I have ever been, and I feel so fortunate to be
able to live here.

When [ was thinking of moving from Florida, and
making a lifestyle change almost two years ago, I started
researching many different areas to relocate to on the East
Coast.
thoughts were to start looking in Connecticut.
longing for those beautiful rolling hills filled with nature.
Then I had a flashback to the gray, very cold winters and
wondered if that was the life for me.

One day, it popped into my head that I should look in
California. I had only been to Beverly Hills a few times in
my life, but the memories of the scenic landscape, great
weather and the abundance of energy coming from the
City were still strong. I made several trips across the
country in the summer to look at homes, but didn’t really
know where I wanted to live. After looking at fifty two
houses, which included many in the surrounding areas, |
chose my contemporary home in Benedict Canyon. It
only took one step through the front door to know this was
the house for me. The view took my breath away... glass
windows everywhere looking across the Canyon to Tower
Road and down to the ocean. After living fourteen years at
six feet above sea level, to me, this was just amazing.

I think Benedict Canyon is one of the most beautiful
areas to live in. My first thought was that it
reminded me of being in Colorado. I
don’t think that most people,
if they are not from
this area, would ever
know how tranquil
and rural it is. The
most wonderful part
of living here is that

Having lived most of my life there, my first
I was

the other hand, have all the amenities of shopping and night
life just minutes away.

Memories of my first year that stand out in my mind
are those few days each winter when I can see the snow on
the mountains as I leave the Canyon and turn on Santa
Monica Boulevard. I also love the fact that there is a mini-
change of seasons with the trees actually changing color.
The funny thing is, at the same time that the leaves are
dropping off, there will be a tree just a few feet away start-
ing to blossom for spring.

One thing that takes getting used to for me is that peo-
ple tend to drive down the center line on the curvy roads,
as if they are on a straight road in Florida. Also, everyone
told me that there are no bugs in Southern California, but I
have had the unfortunate pleasure of encountering a Potato
Bug that kept insisting on moving in with me last fall. If
you don’t know what it looks like, please check them out
on the computer because they are the biggest and homeliest
bugs that I have ever seen, even worse than the Palmetto
Bugs in Florida.

When I first moved to Florida, many people told me
that eventually I would get tired of looking at the ocean
every day, and I can honestly say that I proved them
wrong. Every day the ocean looked different to me and
brought me endless pleasure. I know from that experience
that I will never tire of looking at the Santa Monica
Mountains.

I am so happy to be a part of Benedict Canyon,

having picked such a special

paradise in which to
live. day
soon I will ven-

Some

ture out in my
travels and try to
see the rest of
Southern Califor-
nia, but I know

you can enjoy na-

when I return, 1

ture, i.e. the beauti- will always say
ful old trees, the deer, “there is no place
and the coyotes, but on like home.” l
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In My Canyon View

by Rodney Kemerer

hen I first read Gertie Kline’s story in this issue

s ’s / of the newsletter, I felt privileged. It offers a rare

opportunity to hear a unique, first person account

of local history. Very few people remain in one home for 67

years, and as a result, our local history tends to get buried.

Multiple owners in a short period of time have a way of

erasing the historic fabric and texture of a home and a
neighborhood.

In researching the history of my own home, a house
with only three owners in its first sixty years, I learned that
lives change. Children come and go, fortunes are made
then lost then made again, shag carpet comes, then fortu-
nately goes, but the Canyon remains. In uncovering letters
from the 1930’s from my home, I found references to the
deer in the backyard, / '\
the lemon trees
and the very

woodpecker on the northeast corner of
the house. Today, the relatives of those deer wander the
yard, the lemons remain tart and the great, great, great
grandson of that woodpecker wakes me up at six A.M. The
Canyon survives because over the years people have
learned how to care for and protect it.

In this issue we look back with founding members
Gertie and Preston Kline to see just how far the BCA has
traveled in its sixty years. The BCA is the oldest continuous
homeowners association in Los Angeles because of loyal
and dedicated neighbors like yourself, the dedicated Board
of Directors and the foresight of Preston and Gertie.

In our daily lives it is easy to get caught up in the rush
of e-mails, voicemails, faxes, call-waiting and the ever-
present cell phone. It is easy to forget and ignore the natu-
ral and specific beauty of Benedict Canyon. To perhaps help
you see some of that beauty again, we offer a book review
of THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS, RANGE ON
THE EDGE by Mathew Jafte and Tom Gamache. This book
will give you a surprising look at what you may be missing
in your daily life in the canyon. There are few pleasures in
Los Angeles greater than just going for a walk in our hills,
perhaps in your very own backyard. It is more than just dry
brush and an occasional old oak tree.

Our Canyon is alive with nature and with people who
have stories to tell. All you have to do, is listen. ll

Cloudy with a
Chance of Coyotes

by Oliver Litchfield

ver wonder what is
Egoing on with the
weather and how fast

was that wind blowing last
night? Now you can know.
Located on Clearview Drive,
at an elevation of nearly 900
ft., is a Davis Vantage Pro 2
Weather Station. The weather
station has been recording
accurate weather conditions
for the past three years,
including many interesting weather events that have been
influenced by the narrow and steep hills of Benedict
Canyon. The weather station records temperature, humidi-
ty, wind chill, heat index, air pressure, wind speed, wind
direction, rainfall and rainfall rates.

The weather station has been registered with the Citizen
Weather Observer Program (CWOP) as well as a large
weather corporation called Weather Underground. Weather
data is also sent to the National Weather Service and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, also
known as NOAA, every ten minutes. This helps them issue
severe weather warnings with more precision. Weather Data
is sent to Weather Underground every 2.5 seconds including
a live webcam image from the weather station.

The Los Angeles Fire Department uses the weather sta-
tion to help determine days of extreme fire conditions (i.e.,
Red Flag Days). When a brush fire broke out on July 25th,
2006 on Rimmele Drive, flames roared right up to the
weather station on Clearview Drive. The weather station
was credited for helping predict the fire behavior and its
ultimate containment. Lucky for us there was little wind
and it was very humid that day. The fire burned about 25
acres. If you would like to view weather conditions report-
ed from the Benedict Canyon Weather Station you can go to
this website link:

http://www.wunderground.com/weatherstation/W XDailyHi
story.asp?ID=KCABEVER3 &

You don’t need a weatherman to know which way the wind
blows.

— Bob Dylan

“Subterranean Homesick Blues”
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Tree Hugging...

More Fun than You Think

Tree Protection Ordinance be-

came law. Even though this law
had been in existence since 1982, the
declining native tree population in a
continually developing Los Angeles
called for some reevaluation of its
standards. Below is a shorthand guide
to understanding the code.

LIST OF PROTECTED TREES:

In April 2006, the amended Native

 All native Oak tree species
(Quercus spp)

* Western Sycamore
(Platanus racemosa)

* California Bay
(Umbellularia californica)

+ Southern California Black Walnut
(Juglans californica var californica)

by Elizabeth Parry

The Law pertains to any lot, any
size, and any protected species tree
four inches or greater in diameter at
4.5’ above ground. Multiple trunk
trees are calculated by cumulative
diameter.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

* Prune the protected trees on
your own property

WHAT YOU CAN’T DO
WITHOUT A PERMIT:

» Relocate, remove or inflict
damage upon a protected tree

* Prune a protected tree on city
property (street right-of-way)

PENALTIES:

All violations of this code are
considered a misdemeanor which
carries a maximum $1000 fine
and/or six months in jail. Addition-
ally, the amended law allows for the
potential to withhold building per-
mits for the property for up to ten
years. The City Attorney Office’s
Environ-mental Protection Unit
secured a conviction on December
7, 2007.

For more information about
the ordinance or how to apply for a
permit, please dial 311 or contact
the Urban Forestry Division at
(213) 847-3077. 1

by Claire Carafello
ACCROSS
1 Benedict alternate

8 80’s singer Sheena
10 Musician Ray and his Bookends
13 Sweet pitted fruit
15 Pratfaller
16 Queen of Mean
17 Pinnacle crest
18 Undistorted sight

DOWN
2 Helter Skelter
3 Betty, Timothy and EF
4 Fast food stop
5 Enzo or Scaglietti
6

9 Mug of Joe
11 Port of Perfect Storm
12 Our worst fear happened here
14 Laurel, Musial and Getz

Benedict Street Smarts [ ]| ]

7 Former home to vinyl and jewel cases

Idyllic hideaway now called Camp David

11

4
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REAL ESTATE IN BENEDICT CANYON - by Aron Kincaid

1. DELICIOVUS EATS
IN THE S0OUTH

CORNER OF THE VPNl
UPSTAIRS BALCONY.Y) 4

. DELECTABLE BA
PORCH FLOOR.

TERMWTE REPORT

Membership in BCA

by Bridget Hedison

e no longer — have not for some decades now — live

\ " / in small, tightly knit communities with regular town

hall meetings, a local sheriff to whom we can turn

for minor problems, or a local newspaper that will print our let-

ters of complaint or praise. The only equivalent we have is our

local neighborhood homeowners associations. In Benedict
Canyon, it is The Benedict Canyon Association.

In Benedict Canyon we are lucky enough to have an
association that has been going since 1948, and for most
of us, that means we have always had the benefits of the
BCA. But the essence of such a community organization
is participation. It is not enough to turn to the BCA when
in need and neglect it when the need is not there. You may
not at present have a problem with a city service, or a new
owner who is about to build an illegal addition or an
unsightly wall. You may, however, have a problem that
repeated calls to the City has not solved, such as a tree
whose ownership is in question or one that has fallen on
your property. But for all of us there comes a time when
we need help solving such issues. In order for us to have
the resource of a strong local association, we need to give
it support all the time.

The way to support the BCA, to give it the strength it
needs, is to join by making a membership donation. The
Association is run by members who volunteer their time
and skills. They maintain contact and relationships with
local and county officials, and know how to deal with
bureaucratic red tape of the city.

Do the right thing Join the BCA. You’ll feel
better about living here, and we’ll feel better about helping
you. H

Stash Your Trash . . ..

Cont. from pg. 12

- Miscellaneous Materials: Coated cardboard milk
cartons, electrical cords, cloth/fabric or other textile items,
appliances, electronics, mini-blinds, kitchen utensils, lawn
furniture, garden hoses, rubber tires, construction materials,
including asphalt or concrete, wood and wood products.

- Hazardous Materials: Syringes, all partially filled
aerosol cans and containers for cleaning fluids, automotive
fluids, all batteries (including car batteries, household bat-
teries, rechargeable batteries), pesticides, fluorescent lights,
oil based paint, garden chemicals, and pool cleaners.

For more information about recycling, please call the Bureau
of Sanitation Call Center at 1-800-773-2489, Monday
through Friday, between 7:30 A.M. and 4:45 PM. l
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Summer Reading: Canyon Book Review @ fg‘

e

HE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS, RANGE ON
TTHE EDGE is a lush volume written by seasoned

author Mathew Jaffe, an award-winning senior
writer at Sunset Magazine, and photographed by interna-
tionally recognized photographer Tom Gamache, who lived
in the Santa Monica Mountains for more than 30 years.
Together they have created this beautiful book, filled with
information, history and

by Nickie Miner

King Gillette, the safety razor inventor, in
Topanga Canyon. In the 1930’s, Upton Sinclair gave a
picnic on the Gillette estate for film director Sergei
Eisenstein. Later the property was sold to director
Clarence Brown who filmed Greta Garbo at that location
as well as Elizabeth Taylor’s famous National Velvet.
The book also reveals the existence of a top secret Air

Force photographic stu-

little-known details about
our unique mountain
range. As much as it is a
visual feast of our natural
landscape, the captivating
prose is as fascinating as
the photographs. RANGE
ON THE EDGE has
views and insights that
will be new to many, even
to old timers who have
lived in the hills for
decades.

The book offers an
appealing account of the
distinctive geographical
features that make this
mountain range so spe-
cial. The history of the
colorful early inhabitants
who made this place their
own gives us a connection
to our roots. One of
countless intriguing tid-
bits in the book is about the explorer after whom a street in
Benedict Canyon was named. We find that in 1769, King
Carlos III of Spain sent an expedition to Alta California
from Mexico, led by Gaspar de Portola. Although the expe-
dition found the Santa Monicas an obstacle to overcome,
Portola gave these mountains the name Sierra de Santa
Monica after St. Monica, the mother of St. Augustine and
the patron saint of alcoholics, abuse victims and wives.

Open the book anywhere and you will stay glued. We
come across actors, musicians, poets, and architects.
The odd and the oddball are documented here. The lore
and lure of the Santa Monica Mountains, from once upon
a time to the present, pops up everywhere. We’re told
that Wallace Neff built a Mediterranean compound for
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dio in Lookout Mountain
which remained classi-
fied for fifty years.

What makes this vol-
ume come alive are
the terrific photographs
throughout the book. We
are drawn into the page
by the sweeping vista of
a majestic ridgeline or a
close-up of the winter-
ripening, crimson-col-
ored toyon berry. From
a view of the stately
rare oaks that we treas-
ure and protect to the
little-known, but State-
protected golden-hued
Conejo buckwheat flow-
ers, we are filled with a
sense of awe that we live
among these natural
beauties.

We see rare glimpses
of some of the wildlife with whom we share our home (both
familiar and unseen), including a dignified snowy egret, a
lolling starfish and a shiny orange newt. We are touched by
the sight of five mule deer photographed in the wild brush,
those wonderful creatures that live among us and some-
times nibble on our roses.

This is a book for everyone who lives in the
canyons and hillsides of the Santa Monica Mountain
Range. RANGE ON THE EDGE will more than
adorn any coffee table. This lovely volume will be
picked up frequently to be enjoyed. Treat yourself to
a beautiful, entrancing discovery of the mountains
we call home. (Angel City Press copyright 2006, 205
pages. Contact: www.angelcitypress.com). l
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PROFILE
OF NEW
BCA
BOARD
MEMBERS

DON FENMORE

Don and his wife Sandy moved
into Benedict Canyon in 1975, but
did not become active in the BCA
until relatively
recently. In 2005,
Don was trou-
bled by the fact
there was no U.S.
Mail collection
box in north
Benedict Can-
yon, and sought
the assistance of
the BCA to
obtain one. With
the backing of the BCA Board,
joined by the Boards of the Benedict
Hills Homeowners Association and
the  Benedict Hills Estates
Association, Don urged both Koula
Fuller, Post Master of the Beverly
Hills Post Office, and the office of
Congressman Henry Waxman that
such a collection box was needed for
north Benedict Canyon residents.
Both Ms. Fuller and Congressman
Waxman agreed. We now have a
U.S. Mail collection box at the corner
of Deep Canyon Drive and
Wendover Drive, adjacent to the ten-
nis courts.

In addition to his successful
efforts to obtain the U.S. Mail col-
lection box, Don implemented for
the BCA its present ListServ sys-
tem so that all BCA members can
receive timely and important
information by email from the
BCA Board. He has further
enlightened BCA Newsletter read-

Don Fenmore

ers with his knowledge of how
to deal with black widow
spiders (The Double Nocturnal
Ambush of Latrodectus Mactans,
Spring/Summer 2006) as well as
his expertise on how to hold title
to one’s residence (Everything You
Wanted to Know About Holding
Title to your Canyon Home....But
Were Afraid to Ask, Fall 2007).

Don is a practicing real estate
transactional attorney, having gradu-
ated from the Wharton School of
Business, University of Pennsyl-
vania, and the USC School of Law.
He is also a CPA and a real estate
broker, and was formerly with the
Tax Division of the U.S. Department
of Justice. The BCA board wel-
comes Don’s expertise and appreci-
ates his tenacity.

STEVEN ROSENWASSER

“My wife,
Kelli Sager,
and I bought
our house in
Deep Can-
yon six years
ago. Follow-
ing an exten-
sive remodel,
we moved in
at the end of
2003. We were attracted by the green-
ery of the surroundings, the uncrowd-
ed feeling of the neighborhood, the
quiet and sense of privacy of our street.
We also enjoy living in a place that is
centrally located, yet feels like a refuge
from the city.

“After years of life in the
flats, we have discovered that liv-
ing in the hills brings its own
challenges along with its rewards.
I was interested in helping to deal
with the problems we face as a
neighborhood, and last year joined
the Board of Directors of
the Benedict Hills Homeowners

Steven Rosenwasser

Association. A short while later,
I was asked to become the board’s
BCA representative and began
attending BCA board meetings in
that capacity. Trying to maintain
the feeling, character, and safety
of the canyon is a formidable and
multi-faceted endeavor, and I was
impressed with the way the BCA
board dealt with the challenge.
This year, I joined the BCA Board
of Directors to add my voice to
that effort.”

JILL RAU

“I moved to Benedict Canyon in
November 2006, after my son went off
to school in
Boston, having
spent my entire
life on the East
Coast. I thought
that it would be a
great time to
make some ex-
citing changes so
I moved with my

dog and horse
across the coun-
try in search for my new adventure.

“I received the BCA news-
letter in the mail and was so
impressed with all the interest-
ing articles that I decided to go
to one of their monthly meet-
ings in hopes of getting to know
my surrounding neighbors and
learn more about the canyon.
Needless to say, I have been
going continuously ever since
that first meeting.

“As a member of the Board
of Directors, I am interested in
trying to preserve the peaceful
quality of life here and retain
the natural landscape of the
Canyon. I look forward to serv-
ing on the Board and participat-
ing in my newly adopted com-
munity.”

Jill Rau
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11 members of the Benedict Canyon Association are eligible to
receive our ListServ announcements in order to be informed of
road closures and community events as well as crime and safe-
ty announcements from the Los Angeles Police Department or Los
Simply include your email address on your
membership form and we will include you in our e-mailings. Please be sure to add
our ListServ address, BenedictCanAssoc@cs.com, to your address book so this
important information does not end up in your spam folder. Be aware that BCA
does not sell or share its members’ email addresses or other identifying informa-
tion. We keep you informed and protect your privacy. B

Angeles Fire Department.

You’ve Got BCA Mail

by Elizabeth Parry

JOANNE SAVAGE

“My husband, Lou, and I moved
to Benedict Canyon in 2003 from
Encino. Although we loved the con-
venience of the Valley, we were
looking to escape the heat, and per-
haps begin a
new chapter of
our lives as
“city” dwellers.
We were lucky
enough to find
our house and
fell in love
with the area
right away. It
is a short trip to
the Valley or
Beverly Hills, nothing could be
better.

“I joined the Benedict Canyon
Association Board of Directors in
the hopes of contributing in some
way to my neighbors and to this
special place. I am interested in
helping the board face its chal-
lenges regarding the change and
growth of our area and at the
same time preserve its natural
beauty.”

Joanne Savage

T T T

Benedict Street Smarts
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Benedict Canyon Association
Board of Directors

ExecuTIiVE COMMITTEE

Nickie Miner President
Michael Chasteen Vice-President
Vera Dunn Vice-President
Rodney Kemerer Vice-President
Sandy Margolis Vice-President
Kathryn Scott Secretary
Alan Fine Treasurer

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Claire Carafello

ADVISORS
David Elson, Esq — Legal
Michael Vignieri — Land Use

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

Joshua Berman Mark Montgomery
Marcy Braiker Mary Ann Musico
Donald Fenmore Barbara Nichols
Bridget Hedison Elizabeth Parry
Chapin Hunt Jill Rau
Geoff Miller Joanne Savage
Donald Loze Steven Rosenwasser

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Rodney Kemerer — Editor
Kevin Parry — Photography
Aron Kincaid — Original Artwork
Vera Dunn
Sandy Margolis
Geoff Miller
Elizabeth Parry

Copyright © 2008 by
The Benedict Canyon Association
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KEEP THIS MAN
OUT OF YOUR
BACKYARD!

BRUSHIGLEARINGASTA
YEAR-ROUNDIRESPONSIBILITY:

Clear brush and weeds
200 feet from ALL structures.

“BE FIRE-SAFE”

HELP PROTECT BENEDICT CANYON

BECOME A BCA MEMBER

- DETAILS INSIDE THIS ISSUE -

PRSRT FIRST CLASS
U.S. POSTAGE

Benedict C&HYOH PAID

BEVERLY HILLS, CA
PERMIT NO. 1719

Benedict Canyon Association

P.O. Box 1265
Beverly Hills, CA 90213-1265

Deliver to Addressee
or to Current Resident




